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	“every	 individual	 is	 equal	before	and	under	 the	 law	and	has	 the	 right	 to	 the	 equal	


















































































	   AOCVF,	2008	
Street	prostitution	is	often	portrayed	as	an	inevitable	reality	of	Winnipeg’s	
inner	city	neighbourhoods.	This	perspective	must	change	in	order	for	the	exploited	
individuals	to	be	treated	as	equals	with	dignity	and	rights.	Research	undertaken	in	
2000	titled	Canadian	Attitudes	about	Children	in	the	Sex	Trade	found	that	47%	of	
participants	agreed	that	most	young	sex	trade	workers	actually	“chose	to	do	it”	
(RESOLVE,	2007,	p.	63).		What	constitutes	an	exploited	individual’s	“choice”	must	be	
viewed	as	a	compilation	of	the	factors	contributing	to	their	exploitation	before	
disregarding	their	lifestyle	as	a	“choice.”	Recognizing	the	vulnerabilities	that	plague	
Winnipeg’s	female	Indigenous	population—gender	inequality,	subordinate	position	
in	society	due	to	racism,	colonialism	and	marginalization,	and	targeted	violence—	
demands	this	“choice”	be	called	into	question.	As	long	as	society	allows	those	who	
are	removed	from	prostitution	to	accept	the	sex	trade	as	a	form	of	consensual	
commodity‐exchange	between	individuals,	instead	of	a	form	of	“male	sexualized	
violence”	(AOCVF,	2008,	p.	23),	the	exploited	will	be	denied	human	dignity	and	
rights.		
The	recently	proposed	legislation,	which	makes	prostitution	illegal	as	
discussed	earlier,	supports	this,	but	there	is	a	greater	need	for	all	members	of	
society	to	participate.	Therefore	a	perspective	change	should	take	three	main	forms:	
first,	an	understanding	that	those	who	are	purchasing	the	bodies	of	our	inner	city	
women	and	girls	for	sexual	purposes	are	responsible	for	perpetuating	their	lack	of	
equality	and	subordination,	particularly	that	of	the	further	marginalized	Indigenous	
population.	Second,	individuals	from	all	walks	of	life	must	understand	that	leaving	
the	sex	trade	is	a	daunting	task	both	for	those	exploited	and	those	offering	
assistance	in	the	transitioning	period.	Suggestions	that	an	exploited	individual	can	
just	“leave	if	they	want	to”	must	be	abandoned	and	replaced	with	well‐informed,	
fact‐based	realizations	about	the	struggles	of	exiting	the	sex	trade.	Finally,	realizing	
the	necessity	of	education	and	more	dialogue	and	action	within	our	city	regarding	
prostitution	must	be	supported	throughout	individuals	on	all	rungs	of	society.		
	Any	basic	business	model	follows	the	rules	of	supply	and	demand.	The	street	
sex	trade	is	no	different	in	the	sense	that	the	demand	for	exploitative	sex	acts	
created	by	men	drives	the	street	sex	trade.	As	seen	earlier,	the	limited	amount	of	
responsibility	that	is	placed	on	men	who	communicate	for	the	purposes	of	
procuring	sex	(ie.	only	three	percent	imprisoned	(Pearce,	2013,	p.	132))	allows	
these	men	to	remain	faceless	and	slough	off	responsibility	for	their	actions.				
One	Winnipeg	man	has	led	an	effort	to	target	the	buyers	of	sexual	services	on	
the	streets	of	his	North	End	community.	Signs	he	placed	on	his	street	read	“	Stop	4	
date	[facebook]	ur	plate”	(“Residents	target	sex	trade”,	2013)	and	targeted	the	
perpetrators,	shifting	the	focus	from	the	sex	workers,	onto	the	men	who	cruise	
down	the	streets	in	these	neighbourhoods.	As	controversial	as	this	man’s	actions	
may	appear	to	some,	they	represent	a	necessary	shift	of	responsibility	onto	the	men	
who	create	the	demand	for	the	street	sex	trade	in	Winnipeg.	Further,	when	
considering	these	men	as	not	only	perpetuating	the	sex	trade	but	also	the	violence	
associated	with	it,	a	specific	concern	for	the	Indigenous	victims	must	be	considered.	
Aboriginal	women	are	disproportionately	targeted	in	assault,	as	they	are	often	
victimized	“on	the	basis	of	race	alone”	(Seshia,	2005,	p.	44).		Further,	these	women	
“can	expect	an	escalation	of	violence	should	they	attempt	to	escape	from	their	
abusers”	(Herman,	2003,	p.	12).	They	will	inevitably	require	assistance	in	obtaining	
basic	needs	upon	leaving	sex	work,	and	exiting	often	takes	many	attempts,	an	
overwhelming	reality	for	those	assisting	women	in	transitioning	out	of	the	sex	trade	
(Herman,	2003,	p.	12).		In	Winnipeg	there	are	various	resources	for	women	and	
children	at	different	stages	of	involvement	in	or	transitioning	out	of	the	sex	trade.	
Organizations	providing	harm	reduction	to	those	involved	on	the	street	include	Sage	
House,	Street	Connections,	Ndinawe	Safe	House	and	Outreach	Workers,	Stepping	
Stones,	Klinic	programs,	MacDonald	Youth	Services,	and	the	Manitoba	Court	
Diversion	Project	(RESOLVE,	2007).	These	projects	are	important	in	keeping	sex	
workers	as	safe	as	possible,	and	opening	doors	for	them	to	access	options	beyond	
the	sex	trade	should	they	need	to.	Additional	support	for	those	individuals	wanting	
to	exit	the	sex	trade	can	be	accessed	through	Transition,	Education	&	Resources	for	
Females	(TERF)	adult	and	youth	programs.	Residential	services	for	youth	can	be	
	accessed	through	Little	Sisters—a	service	provided	through	Ma	Mawi	Wi	Ichitata,	
Marymound	and	specialized	foster	placements.	Further,	there	are	organizations	
designed	to	“provide	training	and	advocacy	for	experiential	individuals	who	have	
exited	and	are	pursuing	career	and	advocacy	goals”	(RESOLVE,	2007,	p.	48).	These	
include	the	Manitoba	Coalition	of	Experiential	Women	and	Transgender,	the	Red	
River	College	Child	and	Youth	Care	Program	and	Media	Awareness	Initiative	on	
Sexual	Exploitation	(MAISEY)	(RESOLVE,	2007).		
Manitoba	has	acted	on	the	need	for	service	provision	as	seen	through	the	
organizations	discussed.	This,	along	with	the	commitment	of	$20	million	to	assisting	
in	exiting	the	sex	trade	as	outlined	in	the	proposed	legislation,	demonstrates	a	
greater	importance	being	placed	on	transitioning	away	from	the	sex	trade,	and	
supporting	the	women	who	undertake	this	transition,	rather	than	criminalizing	
them	for	their	actions	on	the	street.		
Education	regarding	Winnipeg’s	street	sex	trade	is	an	imperative	part	of	
creating	a	shift	in	perspective.	This	should	be	done	in	the	form	of	fact‐based,	
research‐driven	campaigns	targeting	all	age	groups,	beginning	with	school	age	
children.	With	the	young	age	of	entry,	creating	a	culture	of	open	discussion	around	
the	factors	contributing	to	transitioning	into	street‐work,	must	be	made	a	priority.	
Creating	a	culture	in	Winnipeg’s	youth	and	young	adults	that	does	not	allow	for	the	
perpetuation	of	gender	inequality	in	the	form	of	prostitution,	that	does	not	ignore	
the	factors	contributing	to	the	marginalization	of	the	Indigenous	women	and	
children	in	the	inner	city,	and	does	not	further	enable	the	violence	associated	with	
prostitution	on	our	streets,	will	happen	only	with	adequate	education.	Awareness	of	
an	issue	is	the	first	step	in	creating	change.	
	
Conclusion	
When	bodies	of	street	workers	are	considered	sexually	violable,	and	the	women	and	
girls	who	make	up	Winnipeg’s	sex	workers	are	portrayed	as	responsible	for	their	
own	victimization	it	becomes	hard	to	ignore	the	fact	that	prostitution	is	violating	the	
human	rights	of	these	women	and	children.	Prostitution	requires	the	female	sex	
	worker	to	take	on	the	role	of	a	subordinate,	dominated	by	a	male	buyer,	
perpetuating	gender	inequality	and	male	sexualized	violence.	It	is	necessary	to	
understand	the	factors	that	contribute	to	the	marginalization	of	the	Indigenous	
population	when	considering	Winnipeg’s	street	sex	trade.	It	is	also	essential	to	
understand	the	legislation	surrounding	prostitution	in	our	country	and	adopt	a	
congruent	perspective	supporting	that	legislation’s	goals	to	protect	victims	of	the	
sex	trade	and	provide	opportunities	for	these	women	to	access	the	resources	that	
they	need	in	order	to	transition	away	from	street	sex	work.	Only	when	every	female	
on	the	streets	is	humanized	first	as	a	mother,	daughter,	sister	or	aunty,	will	the	
inequalities	perpetuated	by	the	street	sex	trade	begin	to	deteriorate.	
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